.Book reviews 539 blocking drugs has allowed pharmacologists to study the intrinsic activity of organs such as the heart and, although these investigations have in one sense confirmed Wilder's claims for LIV, they have at the same time rendered it unnecessary, even obsolete. This is not, however, to belittle the great service which Wilder has done in continually reminding us of the importance of taking the initial baseline state of the organism into account when measuring the effect of a stimulus upon it.
While this book is of interest as a review of a large number of investigations bearing upon the LIV, carried out mainly between 1930 and 1960, its value is limited by the very nature of its subject and the price must be considered more than is reasonable for this. This is a very interesting collection of essays by many of the best known names in the field of kidney pathology. Perhaps the main criticism lies in individual contributions taking the form of essays; thirty-three authors have to be accommodated in less than 600 pages, with each author covering a more or less restricted field. This inevitably leads to an inability, in most essays, to develop the discussion.
The book opens with an introduction of the development of the kidney and illustrations of anatomical abnormalities. Then comes a description of microscopical structure. The last of the three introductory essays is a beautifully lucid, but all too short, review by Berliner of recent developments in renal physiology; it is inherent in such short essays that Thurau's very interesting hypothesis of a macula densa/juxtaglomerular apparatus feedback system controlling glomerular filtration is only very briefly discussed.
A very wide field of renal pathology is covered by the various authors, all giving an authoritative view of their subject. That there are contradictions between sections, or at least statements not strictly compatible, makes for stimulating reading and reminds the reader that knowledge is never static. Not surprisingly, the least satisfactory sections are those dealing with glomerulonephritis. The pathologist must see this very complex group of disease processes from a narrower angle than the clinician, and still attempt to justify classifications on histological grounds. This book can be strongly recommended for the trainee specialist in nephrology as a stimulating oversight of the more important aspects of kidney pathology. The topical subjects of immunology and transplantation are well covered. Each of the essays is fairly fully referenced The papers from this Symposium are grouped into seven sections and the resulting book makes fascinating reading for general physiologists as well as for experts. The first section sets out the experiences of five nations interested in increasing diving depth; the danger of fire with oxygen at high pressure or in high concentration deservedly stands on its own; the third section is devoted principally to the physiological and psychological problems of prolonged life at considerable depths; decompression sickness in all its aspects is dealt with in six papers in the fourth group, while the fifth group of papers outline the
